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THEORETICAL ASPECTS TO STUDY CULTURAL PROCESSES

M. V. Novikov, T. B. Perfilova

F. I. Buslaev’s Myth Concept
The article is continuation of previous publications [24] concerning the study of Great Russian scientist F. I. Buslaev’s creative 

heritage. Here is emphasized the innovation of the academician in development of the mythological discourse in Russia of the 19-th 
century: he was the first who started to comprehend problems of the myth, formation of myths, mythological type of thinking, he was 
a creator of the original mythological theory. It is marked that when reviewing the myth the scientist was guided by the ideas of the 
German classical philosophy: he stated inseparability of responses of human spirit from mental regulators of thought processes; 
synchronized the origin of language and myth; connected the origin of both language, and the myth to unconscious components of 
national consciousness; he saw manifestation of the language world view of prehistoric peoples in the myth; he considered both the 
language, and mythology to the archetypic fundamental bases of national culture. In search of definitions of mythological thinking as 
an original timeless inactive form of psycho-emotional vision by primitive people of the world around the scientist studied genesis 
and entity of the myth. According to Buslaev, the myth is not just a story about gods or heroes, and the method of «understanding» of 
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the world, unique for the archaic and ancient people, «the method to think and express». He paid attention to multifunctional
performance of the myth: the paradigm status in simulation of «format» of outlook and behavioral responses of many generations 
tribesmen, its role in knowledge of the Universe and society, education of aesthetic taste, development of moral, legal, art 
consciousness; he made important observations about updating and historization of contents of myths.

Recognition of «creativity of language» in spiritual development of the people, on the one hand, and belief that the myth was the 
most important phenomenon of cultural history of mankind dominating over his emotional and intellectual life throughout the 
millennia – on the other, make the content of Buslaev’s mythological concept.

Keywords: myth, formation of myths, mythological thinking, mythological concept, fundamental bases of national culture 
(language, religion, mythology).
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