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A Definition of Concepts Great/Small in the Russian Culture
In the article is given culturological justification of the definition of concepts «great» and «small» in the Russian culture. The 

etymology of the Russian words based on philological works is studied. The comparative analysis created in ordinary consciousness 
and a scientific tradition of the binary opposition «great» – «small» is carried out. Modification and relation to the concepts of the
literary tradition and culture interesting to us in general is traced. The author of the article pays special attention to the concept «a
little person», is widely spread in the Russian cultural and, in particular, literary tradition.

Certain examples of the use of these concepts in such spheres as history geography, literature, sociology are analyzed and 
systematized, special attention is given to art. In particular, historical persons, people of Russian art and the Soviet Union, 
geographical objects are considered.

Special attention in the article is paid to the definition «great» – «small» in the Russian and Soviet theater in the beginning of the 
20-th century (on the example of troupe of the Moscow Art Theatre). The author stops at certain fates of the Russian and Soviet 
artists of the 20-th century. Many actors are performers of «supporting parts» – remained behind the scenes of the art process, and 
recognition was gained only by «great» actors. In the article the subjectivity of «encouragement» of bearers of great names is 
emphasized.

In the article the hypothesis is stated on creation of the context by creative figures of «the second plan» for forming ideas of great 
names. Activity and contribution of «little» actors to development of the Soviet and Russian culture on certain examples are
considered. During the research need to recognise not only «great» actors, but also actors of «the second plan» is proved.

The problem «great» – «small», applicable to culture in general is defined through the prism of consideration and the analysis of 
on-stage performance group. The question is raised on importance of studying absolute and relative scale of a certain creative person 
.for history and the theory of culture.

Keywords: Grand Duke, great actor, People's artist, little person, K. S. Stanislavsky, S. E. Gollidey, A. A. Stakhovich.
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