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Tolerance as a Process: Gorky’s «Merry Righteous Men» in the 1930-s
The relations of sympathy and compromise, now called «tolerance» in European cultural practices, have deep roots in Russian 

culture and philosophy. The relevance and novelty of the proposed article is that a cultural phenomenon of tolerance seen in the 
context of the Soviet culture of the 1930-s. This period is not consistent with the expressions of consent and inclination to 
compromise. Popular in the young Soviet Russia phrase: «Who is not with us, he is against us» is associated not only with 
propaganda, but also with relevant at that time art programs. In addition, M. Gorky’s works of earlier periods, as confirmed by the 
researchers, were famous romantic intolerance. However, in recent years, during the creation of large-scale educational and 
publishing projects, which he considered paramount for the growth and development of Russian culture, Gorky was inclined to 
compromise. The author believes that this new and «compromise» concept for the writer is based on Gorky's essay, written in 1927 
and has not attracted much attention so far. One of the heroes is pre-revolutionary engineer and writer Nikolai Garin-Mikhailovsky 
(1852–1906), and the other one – lawyer Yakov Teitel (1850–1939). Gorky calls Teitel «a truly righteous man», clarifying that he had 
a chance to meet «a truly righteous man» a maximum of six. Referring to Christ, Francis of Assisi, the founder of the Red Cross 
Henry Dunant and indomitable Dr. F. Haass, the writer models the biography, which was not popular in the 1930-s just as impressed 
by Mr. Bitter. Garin-Mikhailovsky, engineer and writer, came from a high-ranking noble family. Garin, according to Gorky, was 
distinguished by rare creative potential, creativity and responsiveness. The conclusion of this article is that the portraits of Russian 
intellectuals, capable of consent and compromise are particularly relevant for Gorky of the late period, in the 1930-s. In this 
manifestation of his humanity, wisdom and foresight of the future are revealed.

Keywords: A. M. Gorky, N. G. Garin-Mikhailovsky, J. L. Teitel, memories of the 1930-s on provincial Samara, biography, 
creative and versatile engineer, as well as «a truly righteous man» as a cultural model of tolerance-a sympathy with the glacier and 
compromise.
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