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Musical «Hamilton»: Public History and Designing of the Identity in the USA
The article examines the cultural phenomenon of the musical «Hamilton», staged in 2015 and became a bright event. «Hamilton» 

sparked serious discussions on the history of the period of the Early Republic in the United States. At the turn of 1980–1990 in the 
US public history made the turn to studying historical memory and the use of the past. For a long time in the United States, one of the 
foundations of a common American identity was the events of the Civil War of the 19th century, embodied in M. Mitchell's famous 
novel «Gone with the Wind» and the famous film. However, since 2015, the foundations of the American identity of the modern 
generation began to shift towards the era of the American Revolution and the Early Republic. The leading role in this process
belonged to the musical «Hamilton». L.-M. Miranda wrote the script and all the texts based on Ron Chernow’s famous book. 
«Hamilton» revolutionized Broadway, although at first the performance looked like a very risky project, both financially and from 
the artistic point of view. The fact is that hip-hop and rap very slowly made their way onto the Broadway scene, in contrast to the 
earlier jazz and rock quickly gained popularity and included in the canon of the musical theater. Multi-racial casting was expressed in 
the fact that the white Founding Fathers of the United States were played by non-whites. However, multi-racial casting in a musical 
neutralizes the problem of existing slavery. The creators of «Hamilton» can be reproached for presentism, the transfer of past events 
to the present and the use of the past to achieve modern cultural and political goals. Nevertheless, «Hamilton» claims to be the basis 
for constructing the identity of a new generation of Americans.

Keywords: musical, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Alexander Hamilton, public history, identity, historical memory, use of the past, mass 
culture, hip-hop culture, presentism.

- 5

.

XVIII

– 6



– 2018 – 3

299

-

-

-
.

-

- - - -

Times Tower») – -
- 4

43- .

XXI

-

.

80].

Public Historian
9

0
–

- 7

«

–

.
–



– 2018 – 3

300

–200].

9

–
,

XX

XVIII
-

%

XIX
5

.

2015



– 2018 – 3

301

.
5

.

-

.

The House 
of Morgan

.

4
-

4

- -
–

–

[5, p. 2]

–

3].

-

4].

-



– 2018 – 3

302

4].

4].
–

– . –

[5, p. 6].

XIX

-
-

8 -

.
9

spoken word

-

%

–
14–15].

-
-

-
.

5



– 2018 – 3

303

-

.
-

-

-

-

- -

- -

- - -
-

-
-

-
.

-

-

III

p.

- .

-

.

-

7

.

-



– 2018 – 3

304

-
.

–

-

XIX–XX

1.
/

//
– 2014. – 3(1). –

267–274.
2.

[ ]. –
https://www.rbc.ru/photoreport/17/08/2017/ 
599553cb9a794733048927a0/
25.02.2018

3.
/ – : – 352

4. Adler, T. Hamilton: The latest case of tulip mania? 
Reader Retrieved. 2016. September 8. Adler //
https://search.proquest.com/docview/1822066893?accoun
tid=29004 [ 3 2018]

5. Chernow, R. Alexander Hamilton / R. Chernow. –
New York : Penguin Books, 2004. – 818 p.

6. Glassberg, D. Sense of History: The Place of the 
Past in American Life / D. Glassberg. – Amherst: Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, 2001. – 267 p.

7. Gordon-Reed, A. Legacy. What is a legacy? /
A. Gordon-Reed // History Today. – 2016. – No 11. –
P. 4–5.

8. Hamilton, Alexander. Statement on Impending Du-
el with Aaron Burr. 28 June–10 July. 1804 / Alexander 
Hamilton // http://founders.archives.gov/documents/ 
Hamilton/01–26–02–0001–0241 (Last excessed 
07.03.2018)

9. Hayes, C. You Say You Want a Revolution? / Chis 
Hayes // Billboard. – 2015. Vol. 123. Issue 23. – P. 38–
43 // http://search.ebscohost.com/ log-
in.aspx?direct=true&db=a
ph&AN=109472628&site=ehost-live»>YOU SAY YOU 
WANT A REVOLUTION? (Last excessed 10.03.2018)

10. Memory and American History. Ed. By David 
Thelen / Ed. By David Thelen. – Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 1989. – 156 p.

11. Miranda, L., McCarter, J. Hamilton the Musi-
cal. – New York : Grand Central Publishing, 2016. –
288 p.

12. Naden, J. C. The Golden Age of American Musi-
cal Theater. 1943–1965. – Plymouth, UK: The Scarecrow 
Press, 2011. – 267 p.

13. Public History Defined? //
http://blog.historians.org/2007/06/public-history-defined/ 
Last accessed 21.11.2017.

14. Rosenzweig, R., Thelen, D. The Presence of the 
Past: Popular Uses of History in American Life. – New 
York : Columbia University Press, 1993. – 291 p.

15. Salzman, E., Desi, T. The New Music Theater: 
Seeing the Voice, Hearing the Body. – New York : Oxford 
University Press, 2008. – 408 p.

16. Smith, B. G. Alexander Hamilton the Wrong Hero 
for Our Age / Smith, B. G. // Independent Review. –
2017. – Vol. 21. – No 4. – P. 519–522.

17. Starr, L., Waterman, C. American Popular Mu-
sic. – New York : Oxford University Press, 2007. – 100 p.

Bibliograficheskij spisok
1. Arhangel'skaja, I. B. Tema amerikanskogo Juga v 

romane M. Mitchell «Unesennye vetrom» [Tekst] /
I. B. Arhangel'skaja // Vestnik Nizhegorodskogo universi-
teta im. N. I Lobachevskogo. – 2014. – 3(1). –
S. 267–274.

2. Kak v SShA snosjat pamjatniki konfederatam [Jel-
ektronnyj resurs]. – Rezhim dostupa: 
https://www.rbc.ru/photoreport/17/08/2017/ 
599553cb9a794733048927a0/ Data obrashhenija 
25.02.2018

3. Tishkov, V. A. Istorija i istoriki v SShA [Tekst] /
V. A. Tishkov. – M. : Nauka, 1985. – 352 s.



– 2018 – 3

305

4. Adler, T. Hamilton: The latest case of tulip mania? 
Reader Retrieved. 2016. September 8. Adler //
https://search.proquest.com/docview/1822066893?accoun
tid=29004 [Data obrashhenija 3 marta 2018]

5. Chernow, R. Alexander Hamilton / R. Chernow. –
New York : Penguin Books, 2004. – 818 p.

6. Glassberg, D. Sense of History: The Place of the 
Past in American Life / D. Glassberg. – Amherst: Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, 2001. – 267 p.

7. Gordon-Reed, A. Legacy. What is a legacy? /
A. Gordon-Reed // History Today. – 2016. – No 11. –
P. 4–5.

8. Hamilton, Alexander. Statement on Impending Du-
el with Aaron Burr. 28 June–10 July. 1804 / Alexander 
Hamilton // http://founders.archives.gov/documents/ 
Hamilton/01–26–02–0001–0241 (Last excessed 
07.03.2018)

9. Hayes, C. You Say You Want a Revolution? / Chis 
Hayes // Billboard. – 2015. Vol. 123. Issue 23. – P. 38–
43 // http://search.ebscohost.com/ log-
in.aspx?direct=true&db=a 
ph&AN=109472628&site=ehost-live»>YOU SAY YOU 
WANT A REVOLUTION? (Last excessed 10.03.2018)

10. Memory and American History. Ed. By David 
Thelen / Ed. By David Thelen. – Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 1989. – 156 p.

11. Miranda, L., McCarter, J. Hamilton the Musi-
cal. – New York : Grand Central Publishing, 2016. –
288 p.

12. Naden, J. C. The Golden Age of American Musi-
cal Theater. 1943–1965. – Plymouth, UK: The Scarecrow 
Press, 2011. – 267 p.

13. Public History Defined? //
http://blog.historians.org/2007/06/public-history-defined/ 
Last accessed 21.11.2017.

14. Rosenzweig, R., Thelen, D. The Presence of the 
Past: Popular Uses of History in American Life. – New 
York : Columbia University Press, 1993. – 291 p.

15. Salzman, E., Desi, T. The New Music Theater: 
Seeing the Voice, Hearing the Body. – New York : Oxford 
University Press, 2008. – 408 p.

16. Smith, B. G. Alexander Hamilton the Wrong Hero 
for Our Age / Smith, B. G. // Independent Review. –
2017. – Vol. 21. – No 4. – P. 519–522.

17. Starr, L., Waterman, C. American Popular Mu-
sic. – New York : Oxford University Press, 2007. – 100 p.

Reference List
1. Arkhangelskaya I. B. Topic of the American South 

in the novel by M. Mitchell «Gone with the Wind» /
I. B. Arkhangelskaya // Bulletin of Nizhny Novgorod 
University named after N. I Lobachevsky. – 2014. –

3(1). – P. 267–274.

2. As in the USA take down monuments to confeder-
ates [An electronic resource]. – Access mode: 
https://www.rbc. 
ru/photoreport/17/08/2017/599553cb9a794733048927a0/ 
Access date 25.02.2018

3. Tishkov V. A. Hstory and historians to the USA /
V. A. Tishkov. – M. : Nauka, 1985. – 352 .

4. Adler T. Hamilton: The latest case of tulip mania? 
Reader Retrieved. 2016. September 8. Adler // 
https://search.proquest.com/docview/1822066893?accoun
tid=29004 [Access date 03.03. 2018]

5. Chernow R. Alexander Hamilton / R. Chernow. –
New York : Penguin Books, 2004. – 818 p.

6. Glassberg D. Sense of History: The Place of the 
Past in American Life / D. Glassberg. – Amherst: Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, 2001. – 267 p.

7. Gordon-Reed A. Legacy. What is a legacy? /
A. Gordon-Reed // History Today. – 2016. – No 11. –
P. 4–5.

8. Hamilton Alexander. Statement on Impending Duel 
with Aaron Burr. 28 June–10 July. 1804 / Alexander Ham-
ilton // http://founders.archives.gov/documents/ Hamil-
ton/01–26–02–0001–0241 (Last excessed 07.03.2018)

9. Hayes C. You Say You Want a Revolution? / Chis 
Hayes // Billboard. – 2015. Vol. 123. Issue 23. – P. 38–
43 // http://search.ebscohost.com/ log-
in.aspx?direct=true&db=a 
ph&AN=109472628&site=ehost-live»>YOU SAY YOU 
WANT A REVOLUTION? (Last accessed 10.03.2018)

10. Memory and American History. Ed. By David 
Thelen / Ed. By David Thelen. – Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 1989. – 156 p.

11. Miranda L., McCarter J. Hamilton the Musical. –
New York : Grand Central Publishing, 2016. – 288 p.

12. Naden J. C. The Golden Age of American Musi-
cal Theater. 1943–1965. – Plymouth, UK: The Scarecrow 
Press, 2011. – 267 p.

13. Public History Defined? // 
http://blog.historians.org/2007/06/public-history-defined/
Last accessed 21.11.2017.

14. Rosenzweig R., Thelen, D. The Presence of the 
Past: Popular Uses of History in American Life. – New 
York : Columbia University Press, 1993. – 291 p.

15. Salzman E., Desi, T. The New Music Theater: 
Seeing the Voice, Hearing the Body. – New York : Oxford 
University Press, 2008. – 408 p.

16. Smith B. G. Alexander Hamilton the Wrong Hero 
for Our Age / Smith, B. G. // Independent Review. –
2017. – Vol. 21. – No 4. – P. 519–522.

17. Starr L., Waterman C. American Popular Mu-
sic. – New York : Oxford University Press, 2007. – 100 p.


