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Sociocultural Characteristics of the Province 
in S. Dvortsevoi’s Documentary Film «Bread Day»

The article reveals and analyzes the socio-cultural characteristics of the province. The province becomes the starting point for 
considering the image of a rural province, distinct in its features from the urban province. Thus, the traditional dichotomy of the 
capital-provinces, is widened by the introduction of yet another sense-forming vector.

The author builds a rural province into a chain of evaluation characteristics that traditionally arise in this comparison: outskirts, 
wilderness, backwoods. At the same time, it is necessary to emphasize that such a synonymous series is traditional for the 
consciousness of a modern Russian citizen. And with respect to the metropolitan to the province as a whole, one must speak of the 
stability of the value hierarchy, where the provinces in general, and the rural one, in particular, are assigned the lowest levels.

Nevertheless, from the point of view of cultural self-sufficiency, a representative of a city province can claim a certain central 
position in relation to the village status. In the given foreshortening, the reading of the cultural text of the province as a sign system 
acquires special significance. Any detail of provincial life, in the end, is perceived only in the context of provincial culture, which 
contains both the symbolism of space and the possibility of individual reading, the specifics of associative connections.

The image of the province in the documentary film directed «Bread Day» by S. Dvortsevoi has absorbed all the diversity of 
sociocultural symbols of the Russian remote places. The provincial life of an abandoned working village turned out to be out of time 
and out of space. But the participants of the events, the animals, the landscape and even the details are emphatically self-sufficient 
and harmonious. And despite the absurdity of life's realities, in which the stereotypical perception of the province as backcountry and 
backwoods is manifested, the special charm of this neglected life remains.
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