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Representation of the Image of Russia in National and Foreign Cinema
Within the present article the characteristic circle of national stereotypes about the Russian culture is designated, embodied in 

certain images of national and world cinema that has allowed to reveal specifics of the image of Russia, created and broadcast in the 
western popular culture and to define the main tendencies of representation of the image of Russia in modern national popular
culture.

During the research two main tendencies were revealed, typical for representation of the image of Russia in foreign mass cinema. 
The first one is a screen version of the Russian classics considerably simplifying a plot, conflict and images of the classical work. 
The second one is represenation of typical Russian space of Russia and the Russian heroes in the modern world. In the foreign 
movies appealed to the Russian culture, the image of Russia remains to be traditional and is embodied in stereotypic signs of the 
Russian culture. It is noted that the screen version of national literature directed to promote the Russian classics is relevant for na-
tional cinema.

The analysis of national cinema caused a conclusion that national movies represent the image of Russia based on national 
stereotypes in the movies appelled to folklore plots or historical events in recent years. Manipulation with folklore images is a
cornerstone of the first ones. In historical cinema in the forefront there are movies rehabilitating the Soviet past by means of its
idealization and mythologization, at the same time there is desacralization of sign images of the Russian Empire. Historical and 
biographic movies are relevant, where the image of the cultural hero is made, and at the same time such pictures are connected 
thematically with a relevant sociocultural situation. The combination of traditional plots with marks of modern world cinema is 
characteristic for both types of movies.
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