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«Triumph» of Museum Design and Metamorphoses of Museum Interpretation
The article is devoted to the problem of conceptualization of museum design in the modern critical museum theory. The author 

focuses on the problem of applicability of such conceptualization to the analysis of the Russian museum practice and Russian 
museum history. The conceptual basis is Valerie Casey’s theoretical developments in the field of visual research (Lacan’s «Gaze 
concept») and performative museum experience.

Museum design is considered as a communicative medium between a visitor and a museum object, as a «screen» allowing to 
interpret the subject. The article shows how the «interpretational complexes» changed in three historical types of the museum –
«legislating», «interpreting» and «performing». The author gives a description of the design elements that are grouped around the 
presented object. Thus, in the legislative museum there is almost no contextual information, in the interpreting museum interpretation 
has become more important than the subject. And in the performative museum design wins.

On the example of the performative museum experience there are noted different didactic roles of these three museum types. 
Thus, the author analyzes the features of the visitor’s reception of the museum objects, as well as the visitor’s participation in this 
type of museum communication, it is considered as a performance. It is noted that in the performative museum, the performance is 
played out for the viewer, and he takes a rather passive position and is practically exempt from any requirements to himself. The 
didactic role of such a museum is minimal.

Keywords: museum design, display, exposition, interpretation, museum object, medium, performative experience.
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